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Big Question - Should the unknown be feared?


Big Picture - Pupils will be introduced to a new planet called Pandora where they have landed in a galaxy far away. While they explore this planet, they will learn about all of the planets in our solar system and how they orbit the Sun. They will also learn about how the Moon orbits Earth and why it appears to change shape while it does that. They will learn the skills, to write a descriptive piece about the animals they find on this strange planet, to send back to Earth.

Hook = Pandora Video + Visit to Planetarium (end of Step 2)








Step 1 - How does our solar system work?
· Free writing a descriptive narrative about Pandora.
· Learn the meaning of new vocabulary including technical vocabulary
· Describe the solar system including the eight plants, the Sun and the movement of the moon relative to the Earth.
· Then investigate whether Oumuamua was an alien space ship.
· Use determiners to improve our expanded noun phrases about our discovered alien Hexapods.

Step 2 - Who wants to go to space anyway?
· Know the key events of the space and be able to place these on a timeline.
· We will learn about who was the first human who flew into space.
· We will discover what the main reasons were for the space race.
· Trip to Chichester planetarium to consolidate learnt knowledge about our galaxy.

Step 3 - What information will I need to include in my report?
· We will write a logbook entry as an astronaut
· Then read and examine a WAGOLL of descriptive writing by highlighting the key features
· We will then create our own Hexapod and describe it using expanded noun phrases 
· Then we will add embedded clauses and different cohesive devices to link sentences and ideas.
· We will also learn to vary sentence structure and type for effect.

Step 4 - Should the unknown be feared?
· We will plan our descriptive writing and write by using a structure to vary the type of sentence I use.
· Finally we will write and edit our work before sharing it with others to enjoy.

Authentic Outcome = Writing a descriptive report of your experience landing on the planet of Pandora.




	Key Learning
	Vocabulary

	
· Understand our solar system including the eight plants and the Sun

· Describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth

	
· Spherical
· Orb
· Orbiting
· Galaxy
· Milky Way
· Terrestrial planets = Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars 
· Jovian = Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune 
· Radiation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Space race
· United States 
· Soviet Union 
· Sputnik 
· Yuri Gagarin, 
· Apollo 11 Moon landing
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