
Classical Artists



Debussy was a French composer a 
hundred years ago. The eldest of five 
children Debussy came from a poor family. 
Despite this, he began piano lessons at the 
age of seven.

Debussy studied at the Paris 
Conservatory, a prestigious music school.  
His teachers regarded him as a "talented 
rebel". 

Debussy wanted to create a new way of 
composing based around the literature 
and paintings of the time. This was called 
Impressionism, and it was about creating 
a quick look or ‘impression’ of a subject 
rather that a detailed copy.

Claude Debussy

Genre: Classical

Born: 22nd August 1862

St-Germain-en-Laye,

France

Died: 25th March

1918 Paris, France.

One of Debussy’s most famous piano pieces is ‘Clair

de Lune’ (Moonlight). The title refers to a folk song about 

the French traditional Pierrot – a sad, clown-like character 

in French pantomime.



Brahms was very interested in the 
traditional music and culture of his 
native Germany and other countries. 
He became friendly with a Hungarian 
refugee and violinist, Edward Remenyi, 
who introduced him to a whole range 
of folk and Romany music.

Johannes Brahms

Genre:

 facts

Who/what .
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Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Genre:

 facts

Who/what .



FILM composers



A German film score composer and record producer, Hans Zimmer taught himself 
piano as a child after giving up piano lessons because he didn’t like them. 

Zimmer moved to England as a teenager and began his career playing keyboards and 
synthesisers in the 1970s.

He has won two Oscars and four Grammys, and has been nominated for three Emmys 
and a Tony. His works are notable for integrating electronic music sounds with 
traditional orchestral arrangements. 

Hans Zimmer

Genre: symphonic, electronic, folk, and choral

 You might recognise his music from The Lion King, The Interstellar, 

Batman, Madagascar, The Bee Movie, Over the Hedge and many, many 

more. 

 He worked with Billy Eilish to create the James Bond soundtrack, ‘No 

time to die’

Born: 12 September 1957 (age 

65 years) in Frankfurt, 

Germany. 


